IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend Claims 1-3, 8-10, 15-17, 22-24, 29, and 30 to read as 
follows. A marked-up copy of these claims, showing the changes made thereto, is 
attached. Please note that all the claims currently pending in this application, including 
those not presently being amended, have been reproduced below for the Examiner's 
convenience. 
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1. (Twice Amended) A communication apparatus comprising: 

reception means for receiying images generated from a plurality of 
communication terminals; 

output means for outputting the images received by said reception 
means in order to display the images on a display unit as multiple images; and 



notification means for Requiring and notifying of a state of 
distribution of the images by said reception m^ans while said reception means is receiving 
the images. 



(Amended) A communication apparatus according to Claim 1, 



wherein the state of distribution is information 
received by said reception means. 



:elating to a frame rate of an image being 



(Amended) A communication apparatus according to Claim 1 , 



wherein said notification means changes the di 
distribution by said reception means. 


splay unit in accordance with the state of 
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4. (Unamended) A communication apparatus according to Claim 1, 
wherein said notification means changes information displayed on the display unit in 
accordance with a frame rate of an image received by said reception means. 



wherein the change in information displayed on the display unit is a change in a state of 
display of an icon indicating a corresponding one of the plurality of communication 
terminals. 

6. (Unamended) A communication apparatus according to Claim 4, 
wherein said notification means does not perform notification when the frame rate is high, 
and performs notification when the frame rate is reduced. 

7. (Unamended) A communication apparatus according to Claim 1, 
wherein said notification means comprises one of flashing of an icon, display of character 
information, and display of numerals. 



5. 



(Unamended) A communication apparatus according to Claim 3, 



8. 



(Twice Amended) A communication method comprising the steps 



of 



receiving images genented from a plurality of communication 



terminals; 



outputting the receive 



images in order to display the images on a 



display unit as multiple images; and 



acquiring and noticing of a state of distribution of the images in 
said receiving step while performing said :"eceiving step. 



9. (Amended) A comi lunication method according to Claim 8, 
wherein the state of distribution is informajtion relating to a frame rate of an image being 
received. 

10. (Amended) A comriunication method according to Claim 8, 
wherein said acquiring and notifying step cpanges the display unit in accordance with the 
state of distribution. 



1 1 . (Unamended) A communication method according to Claim 8, 
wherein said acquiring and notifying step changes information displayed on the display 
unit in accordance with a frame rate of a received irnage. 



12. (Unamended) A communication method according to Claim 10, 
wherein the change in information displayed on the display unit is a change in a state of 
display of an icon indicating a corresponding one of the plurality of communication 
terminals. 
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13. (Unamended) A communication method according to Claim 11, 
wherein the notification is not performed when the frame rate is high, and is performed 
when the frame rate is reduced. 



14. (Unamended) A communication method according to Claim 8, 
wherein the notification comprises one of flashing of an icon, display of character 
information, and display of numerals. 



15. (Twice Amended) A communication apparatus comprising: 

reception means for receiving a part or all of images generated from 
image generation units of a plurality of corresponding communication terminals by 
switching the images; 

output means for outbutting the images received by said reception 
means in order to display the images on a ( isplay unit as multiple images; 

assigning an arbitrary image from among the 



assigning means for 



multiple images; 



control means for cofitrolling a state of outputting of the image 
assigned by said assigning means; and 

notification means fcr acquiring and notifying of a state of 
distribution of the images by said receptioq means while said reception means is receiving 
the images. 



CI 



16. (Amended) A commuijication apparatus according to Claim 15, 
wherein the state of distribution is informatioip relating to a frame rate of an image being 
received by said reception means. 



17. (Amended) A 
wherein said notification means changes the 
distribution by said reception means. 



communication apparatus according to Claim 15, 
display unit in accordance with the state of 



18. (Unamended) A communication apparatus according to Claim 15, 
wherein said notification means changes information displayed on the display unit in 
accordance with a frame rate of an image received by said reception means. 



19. (Unamended) A communication apparatus according to Claim 17, 
wherein the change in information displayed on the display unit is a change in a state of 
display of an icon indicating a corresponding one of the plurality of communication 
terminals. 



20. (Unamended) A communication apparatus according to Claim 18, 
wherein said notification means does not perform notification when the frame rate is high, 
and performs notification when the frame rate is reduced. 



-6- 



21. (Unamended) A communication apparatus according to Claim 15, 
wherein said notification means comprises one of flashing of an icon, display of character 
information, and display of numerals. 



22. (Twice Amended) A co: 



nim 



of: 



unication method comprising the steps 



receiving a part or all ofnmages generated from image generation 
units of a plurality of corresponding communication terminals by switching the images; 

outputting the receivedj images in order to display the images on a 
display unit as multiple images; I 

assigning an arbitrary Image from among the multiple images; 

controlling a state of c utputting of the assigned image; and 

acquiring and notifyir g of a state of distribution of the images in 
said receiving step while performing said reception step. 



23. (Amended) A commu lication method according to Claim 22, 
wherein the state of distribution is informatic^ relating to a frame rate of an image being 
received. 



said acquiring and notifying step changes the dii 
distribution. 




24. (Amended) A communication method according Claim 22, wherein 



)lay unit in accordance with the state of 



• 



25. (Unamended) A communication method according to Claim 22, 
wherein said acquiring and notifying step changes information displayed on the display 
unit in accordance with a frame rate of a received image. 

26. (Unamended) A communication method according to Claim 24, 
wherein the change in information displayed on the display unit is a change in a state of 
display of an icon indicating a corresponding one of the plurality of communication 
terminals. 

27. (Unamended) A communication method according to Claim 25, 
wherein the notification is not performed when the frame rate is high, and is performed 
when the frame rate is reduced. 

28. (Unamended) A communication method according to Claim 22, 
wherein the notification comprises one of flashing of an icon, display of character 
information, and display of numerals. 



29. (Twice Amended) A stor ige medium storing a program, said 
program comprising: 

reception process code for receiving images generated from a 
W plurality of communication terminals; 

output process code for outputting the received images in order to 
display the images on a display unit as multiple images; and 
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• 



notification process 
distribution of the images by said reception 
is receiving the images. 



cojde for acquiring and notifying of a state of 
pirocess code while said reception process code 



30. (Twice Amended) A storage medium storing a program, said 



for receiving a part or all of images 
urality of corresponding communication 

for outputting the received images in order to 



program compnsmg: 

reception process code : 
generated from image generation units of a p 
terminals by switching the images; 

an output process codv 
display the images on a display unit as multi )le images; 

an assigning process qode for assigning an arbitrary image from 
among the multiple images; 

control process code cjf controlling a state for outputting of the 

assigned image; and 

notification process cdde for acquiring and notifying of a state of 
distribution of the images by said reception process code while said reception process code 
is receiving the images. 



REMARKS 

Applicants request reconsideration and allowance of the present 
application in view of the foregoing amendments and the following remarks. 
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